About Port 445

Port 445refers to the TCP
port for Microsoft-DS
Active Directory and Win-
dows ShareThe same
port is use in creating
trust relationshipbe-
tween domains, and PHI-
WUG objectives is to
osharet
and continue to gain the
&l NXzdithegechnical
community by reaching
out and provide facts the
best way we can through
this newsletter. And so
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President’s Corner by jay-R Barrios

Welcome to the First Edition
of Port 445

Greetings Friends!

Finally after almost three years
as users group we’ve lunch our
very first news letter. The pur-
pose of this newsletter is for

us, who are in the in the board

2 dzNJ | Y 2 6  of 6fficérs to be transparent to

its members and the general
public.

This newsletter will serve as an
information hub for the mem-
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Port 445as its services
are associated to our
vision and mission.
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nity with regards to PHIWUG's
latest activities, achievements,
and future plans. So watch out

for announcements like Tech-
Net Sessions, Internal events,
Movie EBs, and other PHI-
WUG'’s organized meetings.
On this very first issue let me
take the opportunity to thank
our current Vice-President,
Elczar P. Adame for taking
ownership for creating and
releasing PHIWUG's news let-
ter, to Microsoft for the con-
tinuous support for our UG,
and lastly the officers and
members for being there since
day one.

Rest assured this will be just
the start and | am very excited
about this program year. See
you all on our future events!

One On One With by Elczar P. Adame

Mi crosoft
Groups, IT Professionals, and
Developers

After several email exchanges
with my colleagues, we have

finally come up with a column
that features a Microsoft em-

s Pr

Philippine Windows Users Group

Maria Green, an IT PRO Evangelist

for Microsoft Asia Pacific and Jay-R
Barrios, the president of Philippine
Windows Users Group during a
Microsoft event at Cagayan de

Oro.

ployee with the programs and e vital support for Philippine

products he or she represents.
After wrapping up the concept
of this column, we unani-
mously decided to feature
Maria Green, an IT PRO Evan-
gelist for Microsoft Asia Pa-
cific who dedicatedly provided

Windows Users Groups and
other user groups in the Philip-
pines and Asia Pacific Region.

More on page 3...
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You have comments, suggestions, or
topic requests? Please contact us at
port445@phiwug.com to ensure of

sharing you better information.

Copyright © 2008 Philippine Win-
dows Users Group. Microsoft Win-
dows and other product names are
or may be registered trademarks
and/or trademarks of Microsoft®
Corporation in the U.S. and/or other
countries. The information herein is
for informational purposes only and
represents the contributor’s view as
of the date of publication. Distribu-
tion of verbatim copy of this news-
letter is prohibited.

Meet the Philippines MVPs by jay paloma

The Philippines XBOX MVPs
and SEA’' s Fir

He exclaimed: "Who would
want to play a first-person
shooter with a game-pad?
That's ridiculous!" And she
laughed at the thought of an
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entrenched Japanese gaming
giants. But after what may be

TechTalk by Jay Paloma

Check Out These FREE Win-
dows Vista Deployment
Tools and Resources!

Unknown to many, there are
tons of deployment tools and
resources out there in the
Microsoft website. We just
need to look harder. Here
are some of my personal
favorites.

Certified by Mon Salvador

Prepare and Obtain Your
MCTS Certification

Competitiveness is you key
going to the top. Show your
employer you are willing to
continue your education and
improve your IT career by

hours of Halo 2 cooperative
gameplay, their sentiments,
as well as their destinies,
would change.

Eventually, in the virtual
world of Xbox Live, two be-
ings would exist: scytherage
and wuffy. In our physical
world, these two beings
yvg\upjﬁe Philip and Joanne
Ortiz. They are a married
couple sharing a lot of things
in common: including the
same industry and profession

Windows Application Com-
patibility Center can be found
at http://www.microsoft.com/

Port 445

(both of them are develop-
ers), and the same passion
for gaming and the advance-
ment of the Philippines gam-
ing industry. They now also
share a prestigious recogni-
tion: both were recently
awarded as Microsoft Most
Valuable Professionals in
Xbox.

More on page 4...

Team Blog is at http://
blogs.technet.com/
msdeployment/default.aspx

windows/compatibility. This is
a site where to check if your
favorite software or driver
works with Windows Vista.
Thousands of products are
available and information is
based on users’ feedback.

The Microsoft Deployment

getting Microsoft certifica-
tion. Use the New Genera-
tion Microsoft certification
exams to help boost your
resume and get you into bet-
ter-paid positions. The Mi-
crosoft Certified Technology
Specialist (MCTS) certifica-

Windows Deployment Ser-
vices is a role available in
Windows Server 2008

You can also use the Micro-
soft download center http://
download.microsoft.com and

More on page 5...

tion can put you in the top-
tier of candidates for IT Pro-
fessional jobs. Follow the
following steps to get the
certification you need.

More on page 6...
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One On One With from page 1

In my conversation with her, she discussed several Microsoft programs that would benefit user groups, IT professionals and devel-
opers.

MI CROSOFT' S EVANGELI ZATI ON PROGRAM

My conversation with Maria Green started with the heart of evangelization program of Microsoft. According to her, “Evangelism is

all about reaching out with technical information about our products to as many people as possible with the main objective of help-

ing IT Pros and developers be more successful in their job. This could be everything from talking about upcoming products like Win-
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Philippine Windows Users Group and other users groups, with their actual exposure to product implementation, have enormous

role in this endeavour. As conveyed by Maria, 6 | & SNJ DNR dzlJa LJ I & | KdzaS LI NI Ay GKAA ¢
Ay3a F £20 2F NBIf fAFS SELISNRARSYOS aAiyMdshedddadJIAYYT LINR Gal AN &l

person telling you about the latest and greatest but user groups are better at informing about details, real case scenarios and solu-
GA2ya T2NJ RATFTFSNBY G OSNIAOKHTE aovdé

IT PRO MOMENTUM PROGRAM

It is a Microsoft program focused on IT professionals who stake on the newest Microsoft technologies to advance their expertise.

When | have asked Maria on the essence of this program, she highlighted, & ¢ K 8ro Momentum is a program for early adopters
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year and what we need to participate is an invitation from Maria or other Microsoft person.

As a participant, we are provided of contents and a free TechNet subscription with 2 support incidents to do pilot or production
implementation of Microsoft technologies of our interest. “What we expect from the participants is that they are willing to do a
pilot or production project around the technology and that we then can share their story in some way. This can be done by a blog
post like this: http://blogs.technet.com/mariaj/archive/2008/07/22/forefront-security-for-sharepoint.aspx or sometimes by a video
like this: http://edge.technet.com/Tags/Customer+Story/¢ Raria cited.

MICROSOFT COMMUNITY HEROES PROGRAM

Being one of Microsoft Community Heroes in the Philippines gave me the opportunity to learn and to share my learning to other

people in the community. It is intended, according to Maria, 6 1 2 NB O23y AT S (KS Y2ad | OGA@S LIS2
help/ng their peers by doing web casts, participated in the Momentum program, answering questions in forums, speak/ng at events

S (i Godécome one he/she needs to be nominated by a community hero or a Microsoft employee. So far, this program offers our
community heroes free books, trainings, and the exposure.

OTHER MICROSOFT PROGRAMS FOR USER GROUPS
Microsoft, according to Maria, is continuously working with third party organizations, such as Culminis, where user groups can get
monetary sponsorship for events and Community lunch kits.

My conversation with our IT PRO Evangelist for Microsoft Asia Pacific ended with her message to user groups, and | quote, & | a S NJ
Groups are a really important factor to increase the technical knowledge in a country and the help you can get by joining one is su-

per good! Except learning and sharing your knowledge you also create a network of people that love technology as much as you do
FYR GKIG OFy KStfL)I @82dz Ay @2dzNJ FdzidzNE OF NBSNXY» L (GKAYy| y2 2
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Meet the Philippines MVPs from page 2

Now what'’s really so cool is that they are the first husband-and-wife MVP team not only of the Philippines, but the entire South-
east Asia as well.

No Official Support

The couple’s common concern about the gaming industry as a whole is that countries like the Philippines do not receive any official
support from its big players. This concern also extends to Microsoft, which we all know managed to make its niche in the gaming
industry with its own gaming console the Xbox 360. “Because consoles are not officially supported locally,” laments Philip, “gamers
like me have to face challenges such as not being able to avail of a warranty for game hardware, limited selection of games and
peripherals, and expensive game and peripheral prices.”

But what would set them apart is that instead of just keeping this concern to themselves, Philip and Joanne set out to tell the world
that gaming is not just the hobby of the rich and the elite.

Thirdworld Gamer and PinoyXbox

They decided to put their concerns out in the open, leading to the birth of the Thirdworld Gamer blog (http://
thirdworldgamer.blogspot.com) --- the documented collection of the couple’s long discussions on the Philippines’ gaming industry,
as well as new and interesting facts they come across.

Says Joanne, “We jokingly tell ourselves that we wish we could record our conversations to see if our analysis is correct, that was
when the blog started.” And Philip wants to tell the gaming industry world that “there are [also] gamers HERE, in the Philippines,”
and that “there are gamers even in places where gaming isn't really the highest priority, and [we] share the same passion as those
fortunate enough to be born in first-world countries.”

But even before their blog, Philip and Joanne were already active in the gaming community as moderators in the PinoyXbox com-
munity (http://www.pinoyxbox.com). “We try to help ourselves in whatever way we can to support our hobby, be it trading games,
and accessories, providing repairs for broken consoles or simply finding other players to play games with,” says Philip.

If you could ask Steve Ballmer one question about Microsoft, what would it be?

Still echoing his concern Philip states: “l would ask him, ‘How does Microsoft plan on expanding the reach of the Xbox platform to
more countries around the world?”” Meanwhile, Joanne, having read Dean Takahashi’s book The Xbox 360 Uncloaked: The Real
Story Behind Microsoft's Next-Generation Video Game Console would like to ask him “if that XBOX playbook really exists and how
well are the playbook scenarios and solutions playing out for the XBOX 360.”

If you are top manager of the Xbox and Xbox live products at Microsoft Corporation, what would you change?

Both Philip and Joanne want gaming to be more universal and not restricted by technological and geographical boundaries. Says
Philip: “Instead of having a separate region for Xbox Live in Singapore or Xbox Live in Hong Kong, 1'd just create a more general
'Xbox Live Asia' region that covers all the regions in South East Asia outside of Japan and China. Then I'd invite the Xbox 360 gamers
located in countries like Malaysia or the Philippines to register on Xbox Live through this single region.”

Sharing the same concern with her hubby, Joanne exclaims “I will make ‘no-region coding’ mandatory for all titles for the XBOX
360. Most XBOX gamers here in the Philippines have to do research before buying anything to make sure that the game they pur-
chased is compatible with their system region. Sometimes some games are released only in North America with no publisher offer-
ing it to other areas. | would like gamers to be able to import the game without worries and enjoy all the games offered for the
platform.”

Individuals like Philip and Joanne Ortiz are valuable resources in the gaming community in particular, and the technology commu-
nity as a whole. They do not just cater to their own interests in gaming. Rather, they see to it that while they enjoy the games that
they play, the gaming community in the Philippines would also enjoy the same privileges as the gaming community in countries
that are doing better economically. Such is the spirit of these two unique community leaders!

About the Microsoft Most Valuable Professional (MVP) Program

Microsoft Most Valuable Professionals (MVPs) are exceptional technical community leaders from around the world who are
awarded for voluntarily sharing their high quality, real world expertise in offline and online technical communities. Microsoft MVPs
are a highly select group of experts that represents the technical community's best and brightest, and they share a deep commit-
ment to community and a willingness to help others.

To know more about the MVP Program, go to http://mvp.support.microsoft.com.
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TechTalk from page 2
search for and download these tools.

Application Compatibility Toolkit 5.0. This tool contains the necessary tools and documentation to evaluate and mitigate applica-
tion compatibility issues before deploying Microsoft® Windows Vista, a Windows Update, or a new version of Windows® Internet
Explorer® in your environment.

Microsoft Deployment Toolkit 2008 Update 1. Microsoft Deployment Toolkit (MDT) 2008 Update 1 is the recommended process
and toolset to automate desktop and server deployment.

Windows Automated Installation Kit. The Windows Automated Installation Kit (Windows AIK) is designed to help corporate IT pro-
fessionals customize and deploy the Windows Vista and Windows Server 2008 family of operation systems.

Windows Vista Upgrade Advisor. Windows Vista Upgrade Advisor is designed to help Windows XP users identify whether their PCs
are ready for an upgrade to Windows Vista, which edition of Windows Vista meets their needs, and which features of Windows
Vista will be able to run on their PCs.



Certified from page 2
What to do:

1.) Choose the certification exams you would like to take. There is one foundational exam, and then you build from that exam to
get the various forms of the MCTS Certification. Microsoft offers about 25+ certifications to choose from, giving you a wide range
of options. Some of these programs are combinations, allowing you to get a base certification and taking it to a higher level.

For various MCTS certification here are some of them for IT Professionals:

MCTS: Windows Server 2008 Active Directory Configuration

MCTS: Windows Server 2008 Network Infrastructure Configuration

MCTS: Windows Server 2008 Applications Infrastructure Configuration

MCTS: Windows SharePoint Services 3.0, Application Development

MCTS: Windows SharePoint Services 3.0, Configuration

MCTS: Windows Vista and 2007 Microsoft Office System Desktops, Deploying and Maintaining
MCTS: Windows Vista, Configuration

For the complete listing, visit http://www.microsoft.com/learning/mcp/mcts/default.mspx.

2.) Take the assessment quiz Microsoft offers. This quiz lets you know where you are in terms of your knowledge of Windows
Server 2003 or 2008 and various Server Products. Use this information to help determine the best path for your MCTS certifica-
tion. One popular assessment online test is www.measureup.com.

3.) Decide whether you are a self-learner or need classroom instruction. Microsoft offers self-guided books and practice exams for
considerably less money, but some testers like the structure of a classroom. For classroom training, you may ask our Microsoft Cer-
tified for Learning Solutions Partners here in the Philippines.

For complete listing of Microsoft CPLS here in the Philippines, please go to http://www.microsoft.com/philippines/partners/
cpls.aspx.

4.) Be sure to set out a timeline for the completion of the desired certification. This deadline may coincide with your current job,
project deadlines, or it may be just a deadline you create to help yourself along. This timeline should include time to study, imple-
mentation practice, taking practice exams (don’t use dumps) and prepare for the big exam day.

5.) Purchase learning materials or enroll in the course for the exam. If money is a problem, you may want to use free Microsoft E-
Learning (http://www.microsoft.com/learning/elearning.mspx). This is an online course complete with manuals and online vir-
tual machines. Oh yeah, you need to have broadband connection for this.

You may also do self-learning method. If you have a computer at home or office with a huge amount of RAM (2gb and up) You may
download freeware Virtual Machine software. Some of the free VM Software includes VMWARE Server (www.vmware.com), and
Virtual PC 2007 or Virtual Server 2005 (www.microsoft.com). For complete Infrastructure Virtualization, | recommend using Virtual
Server 2005. You may perform Clustering with VS2005, though VMWARE Server allows you to do this too. On my practice, you
have to put some parameters inside the .VMX configuration file to enable clustering.

With these steps, | can assure you that you will pass your exam and earn that certification. Discipline, patience, determination and
preparation are your keys to success. If you fail, prepare again then re-take the exam. Don’t rely on dumps - they will lead you to
nowhere. Good luck!!


http://www.vmware.com/
http://www.microsoft.com/

